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INTRODUCTION
I DO EVERYTHING TO SPREAD THE GOOD NEWS AND SHARE IN ITS BLESSINGS
CORINTHIANS 9:23

Spreading the Good News
Welcome to our first parish Quarterly Report!
Our goal is to produce three quarterly reports and one annual report each year to
help spread the Good News of our parish community. We began as a mission and
we continue as a mission. Our mission is simple, proclaim Jesus to the world. We
do this because we know a life with Christ is the best life.

"Do not be afraid! Life with Christ is a wonderful adventure. He
alone can give full meaning to life. He alone is the centre of
history. Live by him!" (Saint Pope John Paul II)
We hope these quarterly reports will help inspire a shared vision between us all.
Imagine the impact of all our parishes working together toward the same goal.
As you see, and read, about parishioners engaging with the mission, we hope you'll
be inspired. We hope you'll be inspired in your particular ministry. Moreover, if you
aren't currently involved in ministry, we hope these reports will give you the
inspiration to join one.
These quarterly reports will feature financial and parish updates from the previous
quarter. You'll also hear from your fellow parishioners on how they are engaging in
the mission.

We began as a mission.
We continue as a mission.
Join in the mission.
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JOURNEYING TOGETHER
A NOTE FROM

FR. JONATHAN BLAKE

“I have a dream, a song to sing.”
This is not the time for ABBA karaoke, but rather an invitation for all of us to start
planning the future of our parishes. On September 16th many of our leaders came
together to continue this discernment process. Similarly, to the current Synod in
the Church, we have begun a journey of communion, of participation, and of
mission.
Where do we see ourselves in one year, five years, twenty+ years? Along with our
weekly parish news, Nota Bene, the new Quarterly Reports’ aim will be to reach
out to all parishioners, inviting us all to discover and rediscover the joy of the
mission.
Pope Francis has opened a three-year synodal journey of consultations and
discernment, which will culminate with an assembly in October 2023 in Rome. The
process includes three phases: Diocesan, Continental, and Universal.
A Synod is fundamentally a spiritual process of listening and discerning how God is
calling us to be a Church in the third millennium. It is a humble listening and a
journey together which aims towards unity and understanding and should not be
confused with a political process marked by power struggles. In creating the
opportunity for listening, dialogue, and discernment at the local level through this
Synod, Pope Francis is calling on the “Church to rediscover its deeply synodal
nature.”
The ongoing Covid19 pandemic has impacted many of the churches in the
Archdiocese of Ottawa-Cornwall. This past year, we began the process of
reorganizing all ministries in the lens of evangelization. All we do is for the mission.

We aspire to a living faith – knowing who Jesus is,
growing in our relationship with him, and leading
others.

PAGE 03 | LEAD

NORTH GLENGARRY PARISHES QUARTERLY REPORT
Q3-2021

Continued....

"Without vision people will perish" (Proverbs 29:18)
Our current three priorities move us to be proactive, rather than reactive. Our
Pastoral Calendar is sometimes full, and we are already planning Christmas, and
thinking about Lent and Easter in 2022. The second priority is all about the new
Parish Office, at Maison Shalom House and welcoming back new and old
parishioners. Finally, the third priority is what shapes our mission, the experience
of putting God at the center of our lives - the invitation to know and love Jesus
more in the Sacraments of the Church.
My dream this year continues to be to get to know you better. I look forward to
growing our leadership together, being open to innovation and allowing the Holy
Spirit to work. The dream involves our active participation, and it is why we have
focused on ALPHA - for the youth, and for all our parishioners. It allows us to form
a hospitable community, walking with our brothers and sisters, and sharing our
faith in God in Our Lord Jesus Christ. Please don't be afraid to step in and join our
wonderful community today.
I look forward to walking with you.
Now, what will be our next steps?
Peace,

Fr. Blake
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THIS IS THE
OPPORTUNE TIME
BY LORNE STANG, PARISH COUNCIL
This past November my wife and I moved our family to Alexandria. We have 6
beautiful children. Now, we have the great blessing of calling Glengarry our home.
For the last 12 years our family called Nova Scotia home. We moved to Nova Scotia
in 2008 where I worked in full time ministry with Catholic Christian Outreach
(CCO). CCO is a ministry that focuses on front line evangelization with university
students. I am continuing my work with CCO now serving at Carleton University, in
Ottawa.
My wife Carolline (Lajoie) is originally from this area and we have made St.
Finnan's our home parish. We have already celebrated a baptism, first confession,
and first communion. Soon, we'll be celebrating a confirmation!
Since joining St. Finnan’s, I have had the amazing opportunity to journey with Fr.
Jonathan through his vision for the parish. I am captivated by Father Jonathan’s
vision of St. Finnan’s becoming a centre of prayer and evangelization.
In the Encyclical, 'Redemptoris Missio', Saint John Paul II wrote,
“God is opening before the Church the horizons of a humanity more fully
prepared for the sowing of the Gospel. I sense that the moment has come to
commit all of the Church’s energies to a new evangelization. No believer in Christ,
no institution of the Church can avoid this supreme duty: to proclaim Christ to all
peoples.”
This is a very clear and weighty exhortation from Saint John Paul II. What is
happening in the Church today, John Paul II saw decades ago. Parishes must shift
from maintenance and into mission, or they will cease to exist.
It is tragic that so many people have left the Church. It is even more tragic that no
one has ever invited them back!
In the world today, there is much isolation, confusion and hopelessness. For this
reason, the Light contrasts against the darkness all the more. More than ever,
people are longing for truth, mercy and authentic joy. These are only found only in
Jesus Christ. Indeed, we can see a humanity more fully prepared for the sowing of
the Gospel.
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What an opportune time for the Church to proclaim Jesus to
the world!
We are all created for a relationship with Jesus. Our sin and selfishness severed
this relationship between God and humanity. This is not the end of the story!
Jesus bridges the gap that cannot be bridged any other way. We are free to say
'YES' to this salvific acts.
The best decision I have made in life was/is to say ‘Yes’ to the gospel and ‘Yes’ to
the relationship that God offers me through Jesus.
Lord, use me and your Church to invite others into the Ultimate Relationship. If
our parish is all that it should be, it will set Glengarry on fire!

Greater will be the future glory of this house than the former,
says the LORD of hosts. Come Holy Spirit!
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QUARTER IN REVIEW
PARISH NEWS, ACTIVITIES & ACHIEVEMENTS

St Michael’s Mission
In 1914, St-Michael’s Chapel began its mission.
And as the last bell chimed through the darkness of Wednesday, September
29th – a sense of thanksgivings echoed through the evening’s sky.
We smiled, cried and laughed in gratitude for memories had in our humble
Chapel.
His Grace, Archbishop Marcel Damphousse, celebrated its lass Mass, which
coincided on the Feast Day of St-Michael. His Grace reminded us of God's
blessings and while St-Michael's Chapel may be closing, new beginnings are
amongst us all.
In memoriam, the Chapel at the Shalom House has been renamed to StMichael, where its new mission will begin.

Prayer to St-Michael:

Blessed Michael, archangel,
defend us in the hour of conflict.
Be our safeguard against the wickedness and snares of the devil
(may God restrain him, we humbly pray):
and do thou, O Prince of the heavenly host,
by the power of God thrust Satan down to hell
and with him those other wicked spirits
who wander through the world for the ruin of souls.
Amen.
Let us continue to pray for all parishioners of St. Michael’s Chapel as we continue
to seek communion - with God, and with one another.

NGP SACRAMENTAL ACTIVITIES

8
BAPTISMS

12

3

4

18

FIRST
CONFIRMATIONS WEDDINGS
COMMUNIONS
(ADULT)

FUNERALS
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PARISH COMMUNITY
BY INEZ FRANKLIN, ST-FINNAN'S CWL PRESIDENT

1921 – 2021: One Hundred Years of Service “for God and
Canada”
St. Finnan’s Council of The Catholic Women’s League (CWL) marked its 100th
anniversary on May 25th, 2021. And on September 12th, we celebrated a Mass of
Thanksgiving with Fr. Jonathan Blake, our spiritual advisor and League sisters
from across parishes in the Ottawa-Cornwall Diocese.
The occasion was marked by gratitude as after a long, pandemic-induced
period of isolation, it was a blessing for everyone to gather in celebration.. Even
in the pandemic; constant prayers, reaching-out to shut-in members and
parishioners, fundraising, etc.
Fr. Jonathan blessed the members and led them in the League Prayer. And as a
token of thanks for continued generous support, the CWL baked cupcakes for
parishioners.
The celebration continued at the Shalom House where Diocesan President
Angela Gaudet presented greetings and certificates from the CWL’s National,
Ontario Provincial and Ottawa-Cornwall Diocesan Councils.
Also an opportunity to present members with their service awards from the past
two years, which included Sandra Lawson, for her 55 years, and Diana
Sturkenboom, for 65 years of service.
Past presidents of St. Finnan’s Council, and Fr. Jonathan, were each presented
with a pin commemorating the National Council’s 2020 Centennial as well as
the planting of a Japanese Lilac tree at the Basilica, with a plaque to
commemorate the occasion.

Opportunity to get to know and grow in your Parish Community
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Special recognition was given to St. Finnan’s two oldest members. Emelda “Milly”
Reid’s 100th birthday in 2020 coincided with National’s centennial. Nelly Barton
also celebrated her 100th birthday. Everyone was delighted to have Nelly in
attendance at the Mass and reception thereafter.
We are grateful for everyone's participation and service.
St. Finnan’s CWL Council looks to the future with hope. The membership drive for
2022 is underway. Outreach will remain a priority. If anyone is interested in
joining, please reach out to office@st-finnans.ca

Our Lady of Good Council, patroness of The Catholic Women’s
League of Canada, pray for us.

Opportunity to get to know and grow in your Parish Community
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ALPHA: SHARE LIFE, FAITH,
HOPE AND JESUS
BY NGP ALPHA TEAM
Fr. Jonathan Blake continually invites us to Alpha.
Alpha is not a program, he notes; it is a culture.

Who can join? Anyone. People of faith, and people of no faith.
Alpha is welcoming. It’s respectful. It’s stimulating, intellectually and spiritually.
It’s fun! It’s something to which people look forward each week, and miss when it
is over. Simply speaking, at Alpha, people gather over a meal, watch a video, and
then discuss what they’ve seen and heard.
Alpha allows participants to consider The Big Questions of Life in an open,
honest, non-judgemental atmosphere. Questions like, “Why are we here? Is there
more to life than this? Who is Jesus? What is the proof that God exists?”
We all have these important questions. We intend to contemplate them, but we
get busy. Alpha gives us a two-hour window each week to do just that.
Some history: In 2015, Fr. Kelvin Maloney invited people from across Glengarry to
meet at Maison Shalom House for the Catholic Christian Outreach (CCO) Faith
Study Series. Every fall and spring for ten weeks, up to 45 people met weekly for
two hours. All five CCO modules were completed in 2.5 years. Members
celebrated with a weekend retreat at Shalom House in February 2018.
So powerful was this experience of coming together in small groups to examine
and talk about our faith that participants wanted more. More for themselves, and
more opportunities to show others how rewarding such gatherings could be.
Alpha was the perfect next step. Shalom House was booked and registration
opened.
That first Alpha session took place in November 2018, with forty-four participants
from across Glengarry. Strong bonds of community and accompaniment were
formed, and strengthened at the Holy Spirit weekend. Guests who were hesitant
to join were truly saddened when the sessions ended.

Opportunity to get to know and grow in your Parish Community
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Six weeks later, the Alpha Reunion Celebration fell on the first warm, sunny
day after a long winter. The team worried about who would come on such a
lovely evening. Tables were set for 25. Nearly every Alpha “graduate” returned
with a guest to introduce to their beloved Alpha community. Sixty people
crammed into Shalom House for a bountiful pot-luck supper!

Since then, Alpha remained strong.
Pandemic restrictions forced Alpha online in 2021. The team’s leap of faith
onto Zoom was richly rewarded. From January to April, registrants from North
and South Glengarry were joined by folks from Toronto, Kingston and
Montreal. The Holy Spirit Weekend, facilitated by St. Ignatius of Loyola Parish
in Montreal, was a uniquely spirit-filled experience. The online Alpha Reunion
Celebration in May featured two members’ deeply moving spiritual
testimonies.
An offshoot was a summer-long online Alpha Connect group every third
Thursday to watch the Wild Goose Ministry video series, Metanoia. In-person
gatherings resumed this fall. Fr. Jonathan’s North Glengarry Parishes (NGP)
leadership team joined the Alpha team for supper at Shalom in early
September.
Eighteen guests have committed to Alpha on Thursday evenings from
September to November. Nine are youth, aged 13 to 16.
Fr. Jonathan and his Sacramental Team from NGP and St. Finnan Elementary
School require Confirmation candidates to enroll in Alpha. Their experience is
geared to their demographic. They gather in a separate conference room at
Shalom for activities, a meal, videos and discussion. Adult registrants,
including Confirmation candidates’ parents, meet upstairs.
Four weeks in, the reviews are all positive!

The Alpha culture at NGP is growing.
Look for the next session of Alpha at www.stfinnan.ca
Come and see.
You’ll be glad you did.
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REPORT

Thank you for your
continued support of our
parish, our mission and our
growth, as we continue to
work to serve you and our
local communities.
It has been a financially
challenging year for our
parish. It is our hope that
each of us will prayerfully
consider our financial
support of our North
Glengarry Parishes.
In the annual report
(coming in Q1-2022), our
goal is to provide
parishioners with clear and
detailed information
concerning our parishes
financial status.
Please do not hesitate to
contact your local Financial
Teams, should you have any
questions, comments
and/or concerns.
Parish Contacts
St. Finnan's:
Wayne MacDonell
514.349.0685
St. Catherine of Sienna:
Monica McLean
613.527.9997
St. Anthony's:
Kevin Rayburn
613.229.5050
St. James:
Ivan Coleman
613.662.6029
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