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Our intent for this Annual Report is to not only reflect on our 

2022 pastoral year but help inspire a shared vision between us 

all.  

Imagine the impact of all our parishes working 

together toward the same goal. 

As you see, and read, about parishioners engaging 

with the mission and if you aren't currently involved 

in a ministry, we hope this will give you the 

inspiration to join one! 

 

 

WE BEGAN AS A MISSION. 

WE CONTINUE AS A MISSION. 

JOIN IN THE MISSION. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

WELCOME BACK! 
 

 I DO EVERYTHING TO SPREAD THE GOOD NEWS & SHARE 

IN ITS BLESSINGS - CORINTHIANS 9:23 



 

 

 

 
After Mass on February 4th, Deacon John and I arrived for supper at our Curling Bonspiel. Looking 
for food and conversations about the upcoming Super Bowl or my Penguins, the group we were 
sitting with were deep into chicken talk. It reminded me when Lorne shared a story 
about his broody hen, and his chickens. 
 
A brooding hen is a cool metaphor for the state of the Church in the 21st 
century. Like a mama hen, the Church is safeguarding, protecting, and 
nurturing its flock, while also trying to hatch new ideas and plans to help 
the Church adapt to the ever-changing times. It’s a delicate balance of 
providing a safe shelter while also encouraging growth and 
development. In the face of a pandemic and other challenges, the 
Church continues to brood over its flock and the future of faith. 
 
Our Annual Report 2022 highlights and reminds us that parish growth is hard work, and how 
important it is to take care of our parishioners - those inside, and those outside. 
 

Remember back in 1964, when Bob Dylan prophesied, “the times they are a-changin’”? 
 
Pope Benedict XVI, then Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger, also had prophetic words, “The church will 
become small and will have to start afresh more or less from the beginning.” Benedict XVI, in Faith 
and the Future (1969), wrote that the Church is facing hard times as its parishioners diminish and 
it loses social privileges, but it will emerge as a source of hope and life for those who have lost 
sight of God in this world. 
 
A few weeks ago I read an article from Fr. Michael White, pastor of Church of the Nativity in 
Timonium, Maryland, on the Church in 2023. He echoed what is being said among my brother 
priests in the Archdiocese of Ottawa-Cornwall, that our experience of half-empty churches on 
Sunday mornings is no longer an occasion for despair or even depression. We have all realized, 
and come to accept, that we are not returning to pre-COVID attendance numbers anytime soon. 
 
Over the pandemic, Americans - and Canadians? - across all age groups were more likely to attend 
less frequently than to attend church services more frequently. The largest decrease in church 

JOURNEYING TOGETHER 
 

 A NOTE FROM FR. JONATHAN BLAKE 



attendance has been in young adults. One poll indicated that 43% of Americans under 30 say they 

never attend church (up from 30% before the pandemic). Times they are a-changin’. 
 
As the world continues to grapple with the effects of the pandemic, pastors are left wondering 
what the Church will look like in 2023. Again, this often comes up in conversation with my brother 
priests and how it will affect our local parishes. We all know now that Mass attendance on 
Sundays is down from three years ago. However, as some have noticed, attendance at daily Mass 
seems to be steady. The number of practicing Catholics is decreasing, however those that remain 
seem more involved in their faith. 
 
Where do we go from here? As Fr. White reminds us, “Instead of anger, despair, ignorance, or 
nostalgia, we can adopt a mindset of growth, acceptance, and trust in God’s plan and lead our 
churches forward through this unique moment.” As we continue to face the signs of the times, 

realizing that the times they are a-changin’., parishes should focus on identifying and reaching 
out to the unchurched by investing in them and inviting them to church, as well as creating 
message series that are appealing to them. 
 
The new pastoral plan that our Parish Pastoral & Finance Councils are discerning will include how 
to create a new culture of hospitality, a culture of invitation. We are working on improving the 
Sunday experience, preparing new Preaching Series during the year, and sharing inspiring music.  
 
Finally, we are all invited to new opportunities to grow in faith and discipleship, by serving and 
giving back to the community. As we continue to discern and pray together where God is leading 
us, our Pastoral & Finance Council have been discussing these specific areas: 
 

1) Leadership. Build a leadership community, inviting new parishioners into active ministries. 
2) Grow Deeper. Shape a clear discipleship path, steps to knowing our faith better. 
3) Grow Wider. Welcome outsiders, opening the different doors that lead to Jesus. 
4) Create an exceptional weekend experience. = Music, Message, Ministers. Mass, it is the 

engine that makes the whole parish run. The weekend is the most critical part of church 
work, and a place to welcome outsiders and help insiders go deeper. Mass is the “source 
and summit” of our faith. People's leisure time is on the weekend. No one else in the 
community is doing this, we are all responsible. 

 
I want to thank you all once again for your active participation in our parish family. Again, all good 
works require funding. Thank you once again for all of you who continue to share your donations 

of time, talents, and treasure, with our parishes.  
 
Our gifts to the church is an act of thanks to what God is 
doing in our own lives. I'm looking forward to seeing how 
the Holy Spirit moves within our parishes, our families, 
and our hearts in 2023.  

God bless you, and Mary protect you. 
Peace, Fr. Jonathan 



 

 

 

 

One of my co-workers used to playfully throw 
this expression at me on a regular basis.            
“Do your job!”  What is my job?   
 
As baptized Catholics, what is our job?  By the 
very nature of our baptism, we are called to 
renew the world.  In our baptism, we share in the 
ministry of Jesus Christ; called to evangelize 
those around us.  Who me?  Evangelize?  That is 
definitely the job of the man with the 50-cent 
plastic white collar around his neck! 
 
Indeed, as baptized Catholics we are called to 
Evangelize and renew the world.  You might be 
tempted to ask yourself, “How can I renew the 
world?”  That certainly sounds like a daunting 
task.   
 
In the ministry I worked with previously, (Catholic 
Christian Outreach) we often talked and lived out 
plans to renew the world.  Sincerely!  One of the 
concepts we lived by was, in order to renew the 
world, we had to focus on 1 person at a time.  
Well, that doesn’t make sense…yes it does!  Let 
me explain. 
 
Allow me to share with you the concept of 
spiritual multiplication.  Imagine if one Catholic 
could convert 1000 people every day.  Stunning!  
1000 people per day x 365 days = 365,000 
people per year.  Over 100 years this incredible 
evangelist could reach 35.5 million people.  Well 
done!  Now what if this same person started by 
committing to a different process.  Say this 
evangelist commits to sharing his faith with 2 
other people over the next 2 years.  Over those 2 
years he equips those 2 people to do the same 
thing that he is doing. 
 

After 2 years, there would be 3 people. 
After 4 years, there would be 9 people. 
After 10 years, there would be 243 people. 
After 20 years, there would be 59,049 people. 
After 30 years, there would be 14,348,907 ppl. 
After 42 years, there would be 10.46 billion 
people– the whole world would be reached! 
 
So, I invite you to do your job!  Father Jon does 
not have the capacity (Sorry Father Jon) to reach 
every person in Glengarry. Who are the people in 
our lives that we have influence with?   
Who are the people we know that would most 
benefit from knowing the love and mercy of 
Jesus Christ?  Lord, who are you inviting me to 
reach out to?  Let us long for people what they 
don’t yet long for themselves…. a relationship 
with Jesus. 
 
I remember thinking to myself, “God could never 
use me to reach someone.” That is a flat out lie 
from the evil one! We are called to be faithful, 
not to be successful.   We are called to invite and 
the Holy Spirit will take care of changing hearts.  
God has always worked through His imperfect 
people and He will continue to do so when we 
give Him our ‘Yes.” 
 
So let us pray and act!   
Lord since I am dependent on You for my next 
breath, I am not too busy for You.  Lord, who are 
You inviting me to reach out to?  Perhaps a 
neighbor, a friend or family member will come to 
mind.  Invest in that friendship.  Look and pray 
for opportunities for spiritual conversations or 
invitations to Mass, Sunday School, Youth Group, 
or Alpha. “Without God, we cannot.  Without us, 
God will not.” St. Augustine. Amen.  Lorne Stang

 
 

SPIRITUAL DIRECTION 
 

 BY LORNE STANG, DIRECTOR OF EVANGILIZATION & 

PARISH GROWTH 



 

 

 

Hi. My name is Anne. 
I was born and raised in Toronto.  
City girl, through and through?  
Well, yes and no. Go Leafs, for sure. My 
grandpa built a cottage on Lake Huron and I 
spent many wonderful summers there. 
Later, my parents bought a 3-season home 
in the same area. I learned to love country 
living.  
 
My husband was born in Williamstown and 
grew up in Monkland. He left the area when 
he was 16 with thoughts of, well, really, who 
knows what those thoughts were at age 16! 
Fast forward. We met in Toronto and 
married over 45 years ago now.  
 
We moved to Glengarry over 15 years ago. 
We built a lovely home on a couple of acres 
just outside Alexandria. St. Finnan’s became 
our church and St. Mary’s in Williamstown is 
where my husband is buried. So, I have a 
strong affection for 3 parishes. Monkland 
will always live in many hearts.  
 
This last year in particular, I have come to 
know more about NGP – North Glengarry 
Parishes. I have had the extreme pleasure to 
attend a mass at each of St. Anthony’s, St. 
James and St. Catherine of Sienna. Each 
church has a rich history and stories to be 
told and cherished.  
 
My new year’s resolution.  
Ok, my new resolution which I made as I was 
writing this short piece, is to once again, 
attend a mass at each church. I have come 
to know some parishioners from each 
church.  

 
The gift in all of this, is faith. Sharing and 
knowing that we all have faith, for me, is a 
blessing. It spurs me on each and every time 
to share my faith with others. Faith. God the 
Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. That is 
truly what lights up my life and gives me joy. 
I would like to, on behalf of everyone that I 
have met at each church, invite all of you to 
also attend a mass at a church other than 
the one you call your home parish. Maybe 
we will see each other and smile and share 
the peace. Glengarry My home. Thank you. 

Anne   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                          

 
 

PARISH COMMUNITY 
 

 
ANNE MACGREGOR, ST. FINNAN’S BASILICA PARISHIONER 



 

 

 
 

 

 

Rummaging through 2022, “looking for something that you are sure is there… and finding God in 

it.” Says Father Dennis Hamm, who likens the daily examen to going through a drawer full of 

stuff, feeling around…  

When I looked back, there were plenty of drawers to choose from. Not actual drawers for 

me, but my three 2022 journals. First, I took the small one with its soft blue fabric cover. The first 

page reads navy blue and black words in two columns: boredom, delight, uncertainty, disgust, 

fear, anticipation, doubt, resentment, contentment, anger, peace, hope, sadness, shame, regret, 

gratitude, impatience, admiration, desire, confidence, shyness, rage, compassion, rejection, 

frustration, guilt, elation, glee, jubilation, the top of the world, serene, despair, acceptance, envy, 

joy, Ignatian Spirituality, 25th, 04, 2022. All those emotions… Beside gratitude: 30 checks, sadness 

had 5, and rejection only 1.  

Now I remember as I embarked on reading the online messages from 

www.ignatianspirituality.com, I built this inventory to face my own feelings. Pages two and three 

stopped me. I was struck again, in awe. A short, simplified version of the 

five-step daily examen that St Ignatius practiced: 

1. Become aware of God’s presence, with the help of the Holy Spirit. 

2. Review the day with gratitude. 

3. Pay attention to your emotions. 

4. Choose one feature of the day and pray* from it. 

5. Look toward tomorrow. 

*A prayer is a conversation with God, the father, Jesus, or Mary or one of 

the saints.  

 

Most mornings, I spent 10 to 20 minutes conversing with myself. Was God or Mary in my 

heart as I walked before sitting down and journaling? Or during? Or after, back in the busy-ness 

of the day? House chores, garden chores, the pets, running errands, preparing food and meals 

for the household, reading, reflecting, writing, meeting friends, making new friends, meeting 

Toastmasters friends, meeting businesspeople, connecting people, reaching out to people in S.D. 

& G about Laura’s B&B, more writing, the blessed occasional calls with my children, the brisk 

regular visits with my partner’s children, critical paper work, a bit of health issues…  

2023 is well on its way, with more of the same. Life in Alexandria and North Glengarry is a 

gift. Its generous land and good-natured people are the foundations for great work and life. I 

appreciate the opportunity to look back – thank you Amy for asking for my contribution to the 

NGP Annual report. I’m even more delighted to look forward to tomorrow. With gratitude, 

anticipation, frustration, uncertainty, hope, acceptance, joy, elation, confidence.  

My 2022 Spiritual Encounter 
 

 LAURA PECK, ST. FINNAN’S BASILICA PARISHIONER 



 
  
 

 

 

 

JOIN IN ON THE MISSION 
 

 



 
  
 

 

                                                                                                                                             

Lenten Retreat: March 19, 20, 21 at 6:30PM with Fr. Rob Arsenault at St. Finnan’s Basilica 

Alpha Reunion: March 30th at 6:30PM at Shalom House/Maison Shalom 

 

The Easter Triduum at St. Finnan’s Basilica: Holy Thursday, April 6 at 7pm; Good Friday, 

April 7 at 3pm; Easter Vigil with three RCIA candidates, April 8 at 8pm. 

 

Easter Sunday Masses as per usual at all the parishes 

 

Divine Mercy Sunday Celebration: April 16 from 2pm until 4pm 

 

Ongoing Activities  

Thursday Mornings: Parent and Tot group at Shalom  

Thursday Nights: Youth group at 6:30PM at Shalom  

Friday Nights: Frisbee for young adults and walking for seniors 

from 6:30PM to 9:00PM 

Sunday School at Sunday 11:00AM Mass at St. Finnan’s 

 

Formation 

Wednesday Mornings: Catechism in a year with Fr. Jon at 9:00AM 

Thursday Mornings: CCO Faith study with Lorne at 9:00AM 

 
 

 

  

 

 

 

Please find information about celebrating the sacraments @ 

www.stfinnan.ca/sacraments 

SAVE THE DATE  

 
 

THERE ARE MANY WAYS TO SHARE YOUR GIFTS AND TALENTS 
JOIN A MINISTRY TODAY BY REACHING OUT TO OFFICE@STFINNAN.CA OR  

CHECK OUT WWW. STFINNAN.CA/EVENTS OR  
JOIN IN THE MISSION BY ATTENDING ONE OF THESE EVENTS 

6 
Weddings 

1 
Confirmations 

28 
Funerals 

9 
Baptisms 

19 
First 

Communions 

EXPERIENCE JESUS BY CELEBRATING THE SACRAMENTS  



 
  
 

ST. FINNAN’S BASILICA  
STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES AND FINANCIAL REVIEW 

FISCAL YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 2022 
 

                                                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Revenues increased by 7% largely due to increased attendance following the decrease in 
pandemic restrictions. The decrease in Other Income is primarily due to a few large donations 
made in 2021 which were not repeated in 2022. 
 
The increase in Admin Costs reflects our new staffing which was partially offset by the 
elimination during the year of a contract for website and communication services.  Residence, 
Church and Maison Shalom House costs decreased due to fewer repairs or equipment purchases 
in 2022. 
 
Parishioners who would like to see the detail on any specific accounts should contact the parish 
office. 
 

We greatly appreciate all contributions that were made by our parishioners during 
the past year. 

 

 

 2021 2022 % Increase/Decrease 

INCOME    

Envelope Collections $106,146 $125,415 +18% 

Loose Collections $12,389 $24,315 +96% 

National Collections $8,772 $10,917 +24% 

Other Income $166,172 $ 156,637 -6% 

Total Income $304,808 $325,173 +7% 

    

EXPENSES    

Admin costs $145,805 $187,251 +28.4% 

Liturgy/Worship $4,904 $1,355 -72.4% 

Residence $21,124 $11,637 -45% 

Church $56,854 $47,158 -17% 

National Collections $7,982 $10,897 
 

Maison Shalom House $20,087 $13,448 -30% 

Total Expenses $256,757 $274,340 +6.8% 

    

Net Income $48,051 $50,833  



 
  
 

ST. ANTHONY’S CHURCH 
STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES AND FINANCIAL REVIEW 

FISCAL YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 2022 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
  
 

ST. CATHERINE OF SIENNA CHURCH 
STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES AND FINANCIAL REVIEW 

FISCAL YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 2022 
 

 2021 Actual 2022 Actual % to Last Year 

INCOME    

Sunday Collections $26,892.60 $29,333.17 109% 

National Collections $2,485.00 $2,769.00 111% 

Fundraising $0.00 $794.80  

Other Income $13,586.60 $14,178.12 104% 

Total Incomes $42,964.20 $47,075.09 110% 

    

Withdrawal from Reserve for Future 
Repairs 

$8,000.00 $6,000.00  

    

EXPENSE    

Administrative Costs $4,609.59 $4,249.09 92% 

National Collection $2,495.00 $2,779.00 111% 

Church $16,606.74 $47,943.80 289% 

Worship & Liturgy $2,050.98 $2,262.12 110% 

Residence & Mileage (Parish Share) $10,311.74 $10,200.00 99% 

Total Expenses $36,074.05 $67,434.01 187% 

    

Net Income or Loss $6,890.15 - $20,358.92 -295% 

     
Income: 

- Revenue from Sunday collections was up by $2,440, an increase of 9% from the 
previous year. 

- National collections were up by 11%, due in part to a special collection for the 
Indigenous Reconciliation Fund. 

- Other Income increased by 4%, due mainly to an increase in donations & HST Rebate.  
 
Expenses: 

- Church Expenses increased due mainly to repairs. Some of this work was planned for 
2021, but could only be done in 2022. 

- Church Expenses also increased because the 2022 cost for heating was $8,327 more 
than in 2021. (due to high price of oil). 

- Note: The 2022 Net Loss of $20,358 was covered in part by $14,000 that had been 
withdrawn from the Parish Reserve and the rest was covered by funds in our bank 
account. 

We greatly appreciate all contributions that were made by our parishioners   
during the past year. 



 
  
 

ST. JAMES CHURCH 
STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES AND FINANCIAL REVIEW 

FOR FISCAL YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 2022 
 

 2021 Actual 2022 Actual % to Last Year 

INCOME    

Admin $17,756.00 $10,113.00 -43.0% 

Sunday Collections $30,561.00 $32,305.00 5.7% 

National Collections $655.00 $783.00 19.5% 

Total Incomes $48,973.00 $43,201.00 -11.8% 

    

EXPENSE    

Admin Costs $15,064.00 $11,447.00 -29.30% 

Liturgy Worship $0.00 $0.00  

Residence $4,547.00 $4,475.00 229.30% 

Church $17,040.00 $15,006.00 -33.30% 

National Collections $655.00 $0.00 3.00% 

Total Expenses $37,995.00 $31,337.00 -24.00% 

    

Net Income or Loss $10,978.00 $11,864.00 227.9% 
 

Admin Income: Our admin income was down this year as we had a very large one time donation 

last year which also reflects in our total incomes. 

Sunday Collections: Collections are slowly starting to come back as the pandemic recedes. 

Expenses: We continue to reduce our expenses though as with the rest of the country fuel costs 

are at an all time high. 

National Collections: The discrepancy between our National Collections and Expenses is a result 

of payment of $783 was only sent to the diocese February 8, 2023. 

 

We greatly appreciate all contributions that were made by our parishioners  
during the past year. 

 
 

 

 

 



 
  
 

 

 

 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT OF OUR PARISH, 

OUR MISSION AND OUR GROWTH, AS WE CONTINUE TO WORK 

TO SERVE YOU AND OUR LOCAL COMMUNITIES. 

 

 

THANK YOU / MERCI! 

 
 

WE BEGAN AS A 
MISSION. 

WE CONTINUE AS A 
MISSION. 

JOIN IN THE MISSION. 


