
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

North Glengarry  

Parishes  
 

 

2021 

ANNUAL 

REPORT 



 

 

 

 

 

We began as a mission and we continue as a mission.  

 
Our intent for this Annual Report is to not only reflect on our 2021 pastoral year but 

help inspire a shared vision between us all.  

Imagine the impact of all our parishes working together toward the same goal. As 

you see, and read, about parishioners engaging with the mission. If you aren't 

currently involved in ministry, we hope this will give you the inspiration to join one!  

 
We began as a mission.  
We continue as a mission.  
Join in the mission. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

WELCOME  
 

 I DO EVERYTHING TO SPREAD THE GOOD NEWS & SHARE 

IN ITS BLESSINGS - CORINTHIANS 9:23 



 

 

  

A REFLECTION OF 2021 
 

WE MAY HAVE FACED CONTINUED COVID-19 RESTRICTIONS BUT  
OUR PASTORAL YEAR DID NOT SKIP A BEAT! 



 

 

 

 

 
“Many are called, but few are frozen.” - Jesus 
 
Ok, I may have rephrased it incorrectly, but it’s January. 
 
In our first Quarterly Report, I was busy singing ABBA songs, particularly “I have a dream.” In this 
Annual Report, I continue the same dream. Picture it, December 31, 2022, where do we see 
ourselves as a parish, what do you see happening? As we continue this pastoral year, I’d like to 
thank all of my leaders who continue to dream of the mission, inviting people into the joy of our 
faith, the joy of God in Our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
This past year we reached out in many ways:  Book Study Series, Christmas Concert, ALPHA 
Sessions, Baptisms, Confirmations, a few First Communions, and Weddings too. This particular 
report is all about numbers. However, that’s not the full picture. There is much more to the dream 
of our parishes on fire with the Holy Spirit.  
 

Numbers inform us, but stories inspire us!  
 
That’s the goal of these Quarterly Reports, and this Annual Report too. How is God working in our 
parishes? Indeed, expect Him to work in your life as well.  
 
What is my dream for our parishes this new year? We all have begun speaking of new goals, and 
new resolutions. Our Pastoral and Finance Councils continue this conversation everytime we 
gather together. And our goal, purpose is to make disciples of Jesus. If making disciples is the 
mission of the Church, shouldn’t we know whether we are “making” them or not? 
 
I always enjoyed stats - hockey, baseball, football, etc. But how, and why, do we measure this at a 
parish level? There is a hesitation in measurement in parish life, and ministry!  Because every 
number is a person. Jesus counted the numbers, aka the parable of the lost sheep: 99 vs. 1. But 
we have to care for, and go after the one that is lost, while continuing to minister to the flock. We 
are concerned about everyone in the group. Indeed, metrics show the importance in monitoring 
the attendance, while at the same time indicating a fruitfulness in our ministry. 

JOURNEYING TOGETHER 
 

 A NOTE FROM FR. JONATHAN BLAKE 



Again, let’s dream about this time next year?  What are our new priorities? What are we dreaming 
for, and what does success look like for our parishes, and our community? 
 
Metrics are a way of honouring God. It increases faith, increases confidence in asking others for 
help! God is working through our Sacramental Programs, our meetings together, daily Mass, 
Eucharistic Adoration, and the culture of ALPHA and radical hospitality. Our programs, and our 
ministries continue to be reorganized in the lens of evangelization.  
 

All we do is for the mission. 
 
The mission of parish renewal is, at its core, not the conversion of structures and such - but, 
ultimately, the conversion of hearts. Programs do not renew the parish, but people will. 
 
Let us continue to pray for parish renewal this year, for prayer is the real engine!  Parish renewal 
is a process of both spiritual and structural renewal with the goals of making disciples, building 
communities, and inspiring witnesses. As each of us, along with our parishes, enters this process 
it will be beneficial to have a common language, a broader vision, and an action-oriented mindset.   
 

Come Holy Spirit! 
 
Peace, 
Fr. Jonathan 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This Photo is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND 

https://kamalayangyohvshva.blogspot.com/2016/06/kawan-ng-dios.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/


 

 

 

 

 

 
The Synod on Synodality  
2021–2023 

On behalf of Pope Francis, the Catholic 
Church and your Parish Council, we invite you 
– you, personally - to participate in the 
worldwide Synod on Synodality. 

Not only are you invited, but so are your 
family, your friends and your community, 
whether they are regular churchgoers, part-
time churchgoers, fallen-away Catholics, 
unbelievers, or people of other faiths. We 
want to hear from everyone; but most 
especially, from you. 

A Synod is typically conducted in Rome by the 
bishops of the world, who gather every few 
years to prayerfully confer on a particular 
matter in the life of the Church. 

For the Synod on Synodality, Pope Francis 
invites the entire world to share its 
experiences with the Church. Synodality 
means “journeying together”. We want to do 
that better. 

We all know that the Catholic Church has its 
strengths and its failings. We want to hear: In 
what ways have the Church and our parishes 
been successful in accompanying and 
supporting you? In what ways have the 
Church and our parishes failed to do so? How 
can we improve in the future? We’re ready to 
listen. 

 

There are several ways you can participate in 
the Synod. 

In the next few weeks, Fr. Jonathan Blake, 
Deacon John and Sue Kennedy, and the North 
Glengarry Parishes Synod Team will invite 
everyone to gather at St. Finnan’s Basilica. At 
least two dates will be proposed. Please join 
us for small group discussions run by 
facilitators who have received training from 
the Archdiocese. Ways the Church and parish 
can better accompany people in everyday life 
will also be discussed and recorded. 

Not comfortable in a church setting? Want to 
take the Synod to others? Why not form your 
own small group? We can provide Synod 
themes and/or questions to help guide your 
discussions, as well as tips on leading a small 
group. Simply listen to everyone’s experience 
with the Church. Hear how She has 
supported or failed them. Talk about how the 
Church and parish might improve in their 
capacity to accompany people in the future. 
Submit your summary notes to either Parish 
Facilitators or directly to the Archdiocese in 
order for it to be included in the body of 
collected information. 

Finally, you can submit your own personal 
thoughts to the parish office or directly to the 
Archdiocese of Ottawa-Cornwall. 

 

SPIRITUAL DIRECTION 
 

 THE SYNOD PROCESS AND WHAT IT MEANS FOR US 
BY INEZ FRANKLIN 

"Celebrating a Synod means walking on the same road, walking together."   
Pope Francis 



A few things to keep in mind: 

We will call upon the Holy Spirit through 
prayer and reflection on Scripture to help to 
guide us in our discussions. We invite you to 
do the same. 

The Synod is not a Doctrinal Council. We 
cannot change the teachings of the Catholic 
Church. What we can do is to listen to people, 
respectfully, compassionately, and without 
prejudice, to understand how we as Church 
can do better in accompanying one another 
going forward. 

The Synod is an opportunity to listen, and to 
discuss ideas on how we can journey 
together. We will keep everything in 
confidence. Only the message and ideas will 
be forwarded, not names of participants. 

Want to learn more? A wealth of information 
is available on the Archdiocese of Ottawa-
Cornwall website www.archoc.ca The 
Facilitator’s Guide is especially helpful. 
Volunteers at the Parish Office can also assist 
you. 

Please accept this invitation to be a part of 
the Synod. We want to hear from you! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Let me introduce myself.  
I am Deacon John Kennedy.  
 
I was ordained a permanent deacon in June 
of 1995 in the Archdiocese of Ottawa. I am 
also very happily married to my wife Sue for 
53 years. We have five children and fourteen 
grandchildren one who went to be with 
Jesus at the age of eighteen months. 
 
Over the years as a deacon, I have worked 
with the Aids Community of Ottawa, with 
individuals with disabilities through Foyer 
Partage and for the past twelve years served 
with CHALICE Canada in sponsoring children 
in the developing world. At Holy Cross Parish 
I have been active in the deacon’s threefold 
ministry of serving at the altar, proclaiming 
and preaching the word of God and serving 
the poor.  
 
At various times I have given faith formation 
and helped parishioners prepare for the 
Sacraments with a focus on marriage and 
baptism as well as welcoming those wanting 
to become Catholic through the RCIA 
program. 
  
My most fulfilling ministry was visiting 
senior’s residences with my wife Sue in the 
parish boundary and doing a liturgy of the 
word while bringing them the Eucharist. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
In August of 2021 Sue and I after much 
discernment made a monumental decision 
to leave the hustle and bustle of the city and 
move to the quiet countryside of Glen Roy to 
grow spiritually while at the same time being 
closer to some of our family. When Father 
Jonathan discovered this, he graciously 
welcomed us to join him in service to the 
parishes of NGP. In sharing with him we all 
agreed I should continue my ministry as 
a deacon in the three-fold ministry of 
a deacon I have mentioned (even though I 
am officially retired as a deacon) while 
focusing on Sacramental Preparation with a 
specific focus on baptism where my wife Sue 
could work at my side. Sue is currently 
working with Nancy McKinnon to provide a 
structured baptism formation course for the 
children and parents.  
 
The focus of our baptism preparation team 
is to provide a very welcoming environment 
to families wanting to have their children 
baptized and to encourage them to play an 
active role in our parish community most 
especially in attending Mass and serving 
where possible. 
 
Sue and I are most appreciative for the warm 
welcome we have received here in the NGP 
and look forward to serving you in the future 
in wherever capacity we can. 
 
God Bless, 
Deacon John 

PARISH COMMUNITY 
 

 
WELCOMING DEACON JOHN AND SUE KENNEDY  



 
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

St. James & St. Finnan’s  
Catholic Women’s 

Leagues 
Women who work together 
to promote Catholic values 
and to carry out volunteer 

and charitable work. 

The Prayer Shawl 
Ministry 

Knitting or crocheting 
Prayer Shawls 

Readers/Lectors 
Responsible for reading 

during the Celebration of 
Mass 

 
 

 
 

Sacristans 
Assist in the work of 

preparing the church for the 
celebration of Mass. 

 
 

Choir 
Love to sing? 

Share your voice at 
the celebration of 

Mass. 

 
 

Ministers of the Eucharist 
Lay person who assists the 
priest in administering the 

sacraments of holy 
communion, the consecrated 

bread and wine. They may 
also take the sacraments to 

those who are ill, or otherwise 
unable to attend Mass. 

 

 
 

Book Studies 
Expand your Faith by 

reading, learning and 

growing together with 

fellow Parishioners.  

 
 ALPHA 

Share life, faith, hope 
and 

 Jesus on Alpha 

 

 
 

COVID Team 
Assist with greeting 

Parishioners and cleaning 
before and after Mass. 

Knights of Columbus 
Empowering Catholic men 
to live their faith at home, 
in their parish, at work and 

in their community. 

 

Sacramental 
Preparation Team 

Including making 
bonnets for Baptisms 

Communication, Design  
& Technology 

Do you like working with audio 
visual equipment or writing? NGP is 

always looking for volunteers to 
share their artistic talents. 

JOIN IN ON THE MISSION 
 

 THERE ARE MANY WAYS TO SHARE YOUR GIFTS, JOIN A MINISTRY TODAY 

BY REACHING OUT TO OFFICE@STFINNAN.CA 



 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
On Saturday, December 11, 2021, St. Finnan’s 
Basilica presented its very first Candlelight 
Christmas Concert. There were over fifty 
performers and over fifty audience members.  
Unfortunately, capacity limits were in place due 
to Covid restrictions. The concert was live-
streamed and many people had the chance to 
watch it live or watch it at a different time as the 
concert was recorded on the church’s Facebook 
page and YouTube channel. 
 
The Parishes of North Glengarry were well 
represented by many talented performers. the 
concert began with the Leroux Family from Apple 
Hill.  Emmett, Fia, Fred and Yvon performed and 
Father Jonathan Blake was the special guest who 
played harmonica along with them for one piece.  
 
The St Finnan’s Junior Choir was the next group 
to perform. The members of the group are:  Lyn 
Joy Antipolo, R. J. Antipolo, Fritzee Fabros, Joy 
Fabros, Diane McDonald, Linda McDonald, Abbey 
Nussbaumer, Annamaria Nussbaumer, Clare 
Nussbaumer, Mary Nussbaumer, Chenn Sambu 
and Chin Sambu. They were accompanied by 
Elizabeth Caddell on piano.  R. J. Antipolo sang a 
solo and Fr. Jonathan Blake played harmonic 
along with the group for one piece. 
 
The St. James Christmas Choir performed next.  
The members are: Eric Little, Kim Little, Erin 
Rumke and Johanne Wensink.   
 
The next group to perform was St. Anthony’s 
Church Choir. The members are: Martha Kubli, 
Chris Kupczyk, Norah Kupczyk, Fred Leroux, 
Bernadette MacIntosh, Patricia McRae and 
Emma Rose Rayburn. 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
The audience members were each given a candle 
to light and the lights were dimmed when Paddy 
Kelly performed a solo of Holy Night and then a 
duet with Andrea DeCoeur. 
 
Peter Kolada performed a solo and then he was 
joined by Trisha DeCoeur and they performed 
two pieces together. 
The St. Finnan’s Senior Choir was the final group 
to perform. Members are:  Andrea DeCoeur, 
Paddy Kelly, Barry MacDonald, Astrid Matt, Paula 
Suter, Nicole Vaillancourt and Pierre Vaillancourt. 
Elizabeth Caddell accompanied the group on 
Piano and Organ. Pierre Vaillancourt played the 
saxophone during one piece. The audience was 
invited to sing along with their final piece.   
 
A dedicated team is required to have a successful 
event like this. Special thanks to: 
Our magical performers from the NGP 
Fr. Jonathan Blake 
Master of Ceremonies: Carolline Lajoie-Stang  
Organizers: Amy Bourbonnais & Elizabeth Caddell 
Lighting Master: Mary Roy 
COVID-Team: Hazel Macdonald, Rachel 
MacDonell, Maureen McGuire, Mary Roy 
Communications Specialist: James Shaw, Deep 
Fried Communications 
Sound: Brian Caddell 
Video: John Nussbaumer 
Stage Manager: Elizabeth Caddell 
 
The Candlelight Christmas Concert was a huge 
success!  It was a great way to bring all of the 
North Glengarry Parishes together to celebrate 
the birth of Christ through music. MARK YOUR 
CALENDAR as another concert is being planned 
for Saturday, December 10, 2022! 

CANDLELIGHT CHRISTMAS 

 
 

BY LIZ CADDELL  



 
  
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CELEBRATING FR. JON, FR. GILLES & FR. STEVEN 
 

Congratulations! 
- Father Jonathan Blake celebrated 12 years in the priesthood on May 2.  

- Deacon Steven Gaudet was ordained into Priesthood on August 10. 

- Father Gilles Marcil celebrated 55 years in the priesthood on June 12. 

**** 

POPE FRANCIS DESIGNATES ST. FINNAN’S CHURCH  
A MINOR BASILICA 

 
On April 11th 2021, we celebrated and marked the occasion that St. Finnan’s was 
designated as a minor Basilica by Pope Francis. A basilica is a church that has been 
given a special designation by the Pope. There are four major basilicas in the world, 
all located in Rome, and just over 1,800 minor basilicas located throughout the 
world. There are more than 221,000 Catholic churches in the world. 

4 
Weddings 

3 
Confirmations 

24 
Funerals 

19 
Baptisms 

12 
First 

Communions 

MARKING 2021 

 
 

EXPERIENCE JESUS BY CELEBRATING THE SACRAMENTS  



 
  
 

ST. FINNAN’S BASILICA  
STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES AND FINANCIAL REVIEW 

FISCAL YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 2021 
 

 2020 Actual 2021 Actual % to Last Year 

INCOME    

Sunday Collections $131,844.00 $129,864.00 98.50% 

National Collections $7,075.00 $8,772.00 123.99% 

Other Income $136,189.00 $164,959.00 120.91% 

Total Incomes $275,108.00 $303,295.00 110.25% 

    

EXPENSE    

Admin Costs $102,455.00 $143,982.00 140.53% 

Liturgy/Worship $5,008.00 $4,904.00 97.93% 

Residence $13,655.00 $21,124.00 154.71% 

Church $63,326.00 $56,799.00 89.69% 

National Collections $6,538.00 $7982.00 122.09% 

Maison Shalom House  $20,087.00 0.00% 

Total Expenses $190,981.00 $254,879.00 133.46% 

    

Net Income or Loss $84,127.00 $48,416.00  

 

Revenue from Collections decreased 1.5%.  Christmas, New Years and Easter offerings accounted for the 

decline. Despite a decrease in the number of envelope users collections from envelopes was similar to last 

year. Loose change collections (entirely related to attendance) was similar as well. 

Other income was up $28,470 to $136,189.  The increase was primarily related to an increase in 

reimbursement of administrative costs from our sister parishes of $25,107 and an increase in interest paid 

on our Diocesan investments of $29,347. These were offset by a reduction in bequests on $25,000. Other 

income also consists of rental revenue from Bell Mobile and the bakery parking lease.  

Total expenses increased $63,898 to $254,879. $26,048 of this increase was for Shalom related repairs, 

installation and occupancy costs for our new offices. Diocesan tax increased by $11,142 (offset by increased 

interest), Basilica charges were $3,805. Domestic expenses increased by $7,469, lay staff by $5,249.  The 

remaining increase was basically inflation across all accounts. 

We greatly appreciate all contributions that were made by our parishioners during the past year. 
 

 

 

 

 



 
  
 

ST. ANTHONY’S  
STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES AND FINANCIAL REVIEW 

FISCAL YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 2021 
 

 2020 Actual 2021 Actual % to Last Year 

INCOME    

Sunday Collections $48,838.00 $48,535.00 99.4% 

National Collections $1,195.00 $1,780.00 148.9% 

Bequests $248,436.00 $25,730.00 10.4% 

Christmas Tea $0.00 $0.00  

Chapel Proceeds $0.00 $68,387.00  

Other Income $31,906.00 $20,605.00 64.6% 

Total Incomes $330,375.00 $165,036.00 50.0% 

    

EXPENSE    

Admin Costs $43,556.00 $14,097.00 32.4% 

Liturgy/Worship $2,918.00 $1,322.00 45.3% 

Residence $10,381.00 $8,604.00 82.9% 

Church $70,273.00 $77,383.00 110.1% 

Roof Loan $26,720.00 $0.00  

Investment with Diocese $150,000.00 $0.00  

National Collections $1,195.00 $1,760.00 147.3% 

Total Expense $305,043.00 $103,166.00 33.8% 

    

Net Income or Loss $23,332.00 $61,870.00 265.2% 

 
Revenue from Collections remained the same as prior year. Automated donations continue to be helpful 
during the Pandemic. 
 
Other Income The final instalment from our large bequest was received in 2021. In December 2021 we  
received proceeds from the sale of St. Michael’s Chapel. 
 
Total Expenses Diocesan Admin taxes in 2021 were $7,956. This was considerably less then the in excess of 
$40,000 that was initially levied by the Diocese. Our large bequest received in 2020 was exempted from 
the Calculation of our Admin Tax in 2021. Some expenses are over-stated in 2021 as there were expenses 
from prior years not cashed until 2021. Namely $5,117 in 2020 Property Insurance and $4,330 in 
Health/Dental premiums for 2019+2020. 
 
Cost for Pastoral services is greatly reduced now that we pay a much smaller portion to St. Finnan’s Parish 
for Fr. Jon Blake and Fr. Gilles Marcil. 
 
We no longer have an office at St. Anthony’s Rectory (as of end of Feb 2021). Our internet account at the 
Office was closed in Feb 2021 and our Bell telephone line was closed in June 2021. The final half of our 
payment for our installed propane furnaces was paid in early 2021 ($19,028) and we had new Air 
Conditioner units installed in the summer ($10,302). 

We greatly appreciate all contributions that were made by our parishioners during the past year. 



 
  
 

ST. CATHERINE OF SIENNA 
STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES AND FINANCIAL REVIEW 

FISCAL YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 2021 
 

 2020 Actual 2021 Actual % to Last Year 

INCOME    

Sunday Collection $27,560.50 $26,892.60 98.0% 

National Collection $2,610.00 $2,485.00 95.0% 

Fundraising $259.50 $0.00  

Other Income $8,059.54 $13,586.60 169.0% 

Total Incomes $38,489.54 $42,964.20 112.0% 

    

Withdrawal from Reserve for Future Repairs $0.00 $8,000.00  

    

EXPENSE    

Administrative Costs $4,851.30 $4,609.59 95.0% 

National Collection $2,590.00 $2,495.00 96.0% 

Church $23,097.03 $16,606.74 72.0% 

Worship & Liturgy $5,341.55 $2,050.98 38.0% 

Residence & Mileage (Parish Share) $4,500.00 $10,311.74 229.0% 

Total Expenses $40,379.88 $36,074.05 89.0% 

    

Net Income or Loss -$1,890.34 $6,890.15 264.0% 

     
Revenue from Collections was down again this year by 2.42%. The reduction in attendance at Mass since 
the onset of Covid-19 has contributed to this decrease. 
 
Other Income was up due to the increase in annual interest paid by the Diocese in 2021, which was up by 
$5,096. 
 
Church expenses show a decrease, due partly to starting year with $4,916 in pre-paid heating costs 
although there were higher maintenance costs. 
 
Worship & Liturgy - decrease is mainly due to amt. of $3,004 that should have been under "Residence & 
Mileage" in 2020. 
 
Residence & mileage (parish share) - The increase is due to paying a higher monthly payment to 
St. Finnan's (same amount as the other two parishes). Also, $3,004 more should have been included in this 
category last year. 
 
Withdrawal of funds from Reserve - Only a small part of the $8,000.00 has been used, as some 
repair work could not be completed in 2021 due to unavailability of workers or material shortages. This 
work should be completed in 2022. 
 

We greatly appreciate all contributions that were made by our parishioners during the past year. 
 



 
  
 

ST. JAMES 
STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES AND FINANCIAL REVIEW 

FOR FISCAL YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 2021 
 

 2020 Actual 2021 Actual % to Last Year 

INCOME    

Admin $9,870.00 $17,756.00 79.90% 

Sunday Collections $30,911.00 $30,561.00 -1.10% 

National Collections $635.00 $655.00 3.10% 

Total Incomes $41,416.00 $48,973.00  

    

EXPENSE    

Admin Costs $21,308.00 $15,064.00 -29.30% 

Liturgy Worship $65.00 0.00  

Residence $1,381.00 $4,547.00 229.30% 

Church $25,536.00 $17,040.00 -33.30% 

National Collections $635.00 $655.00 3.00% 

Total Expenses $50,002.00 $37,995.00 -24.00% 

    

Net Income or Loss ($8,586.00) $10,978.00 227.9% 

 

Admin Income: we had two donations one for $10,000 and one for $600. We lost $1000 in revenue because 

of lack of funerals and marriages 

Admin Expense: Pastoral salary is down now that we share it with St. Finnans 

Church Costs: Last year we put in the new propane furnaces ($11,570) year to date that gave us a fuel 

savings of $1400. The insurance for the church for 2020 and2021 both went through in2021. All considered 

the expenses for the church were generally about the same. 

We greatly appreciate all contributions that were made by our parishioners during the past year. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
  
 

 

 

 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT OF OUR PARISH, 

OUR MISSION AND OUR GROWTH, AS WE CONTINUE TO WORK 

TO SERVE YOU AND OUR LOCAL COMMUNITIES. 

 
WE BEGAN AS A MISSION. 

WE CONTINUE AS A MISSION. 
JOIN IN THE MISSION. 

THANK YOU 

 
 


